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Say Hello, Wave Goodbye
This is the time of year we say goodbye to friends and then on our return in January welcome 
newcomers. It is quite simply a part of our lives in international schools. Helping students and their 
families to deal with transitions is one of the key skills for teachers at NIS. It is also a strong skill that 
has been developed through experience for our students.

I would like to thank members of the community for making my family and I feel so welcome at NIS. 

It is amazing to me that we are coming to the end of the first decade of the 21st Century. I look 
forward to seeing everyone on January 4, 2010.

Safe Travels and Happy Holidays

Laurie McLellan
Director
lauriemclellan@staff.nanjing-school.com
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Important Dates:

Dates for the diary:

This week is week 17

Monday 14th of December -  
1st of January
Winter Holiday

Monday 4th of January
First Day Back

Friday 8th of January
Parent Coffee Morning

Keyboarding Stars!
Our students in grades 3-4-5 are developing keyboarding skills. With the increased use of 
technology in our world today, good "touch typing" skills are essential for effective computer use. 
Students should be practicing their keyboarding skills at home on the website "Typing Master 
Online" located at: http://online3.typingmaster.com/tmonline3/login?id=mbzug42gv Thank you to 
parents who are encouraging their child's development of this necessary skill.

When students are ready to try and pass a level they make arrangements with their classroom 
teacher or Ann Martin, our Educational Technology Integrator. During the test time, they must type 
with their hands covered!! Students may practice a test at home to build their confidence and 
skills.

CONGRATULATIONS  to the following students who have passed a keyboarding test:

Grade 5A
 Claire Chennault
 Basic 

 13 WPM
 76% Accuracy
Grade 4B
 Su Min Chang
 Basic Plus
 18 WPM
 87% Accuracy
Grade 5A
 Hye Jin Chang
 Advanced
 35 WPM
 90% Accuracy

Ann Martin, IT Teacher
annmartin@staff.nanjing-school.com

http://online3.typingmaster.com/tmonline3/login?id=mbzug42gv
http://online3.typingmaster.com/tmonline3/login?id=mbzug42gv
mailto:annmartin@staff.nanjing-school.com
mailto:annmartin@staff.nanjing-school.com
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ASA, Inter-House, Community 
Activities, ACAMIS & CISSA News

Inter-House 
Spelling Bee

Grades 6-8

1st: Kevin Chang (TP)

2nd: Clara Schuenemann (XW)

3rd: Sebastian Saavedra (T)

Grades 9-12

1st: Julia Zhao (TP)

2nd: Simone Jeurisson (WTS)

3rd: Lucy Messom (TP)

ACAMIS Math  Olympiad

Lyman Shen
Equal First Place G6

Team Members
Ting Yu Lu
Sun Yun Choi
Yong Hoon Kim
Ye Bin Seong
Alice Park
Dong Hwan Shin
Jin Ho Park
Kelvin Chung
Jang Hun Kim
Geoffrey Gao
Dong Chan Lee
Lena Kan
Min Jung Cha
Ga Yeong Bae
Chae Woo Lim
Tom Verniers
Nathaniel Thomtishen
Lymen Shen
Kevin Tang
So Yun Chang
Laura Woodrow
Kevin Chang
Won Hee Lee

After-School 
Activities 

Cycle 2 will 
continue on 
Mon. Jan 4

Inter-House 
Points

The tally so far！

Xuanwu 玄武        489  

Wutaishan 五台山 410

Taiping 太平          494

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

ACAMIS Basketball
Jan 2010

Award Presentation

Certificates and 
awards for Math 

Olympiad and Inter-
House Spelling Bee 
will be presented at 
School Assembly on 

Friday Jan 8.

The following activities will be continuing after the Dec 
holiday break, please contact me if you are interested.

中文课: Chinese Class for Intermediate Adults
Monday 4.15-5.15   Room: 220A

英文课: English for Adults
Wed 3.15 and Friday 3.15 Room D212

中国画： Chinese Painting Class
Wed 4.00-5.30 Room A179

Note: Fees apply for the above three classes. The amount 
depends on number people in the class.
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Four Saturdays: A short 
time but a big impact on 

all.
Over four Saturdays Grade 8 
students assisted Amity with 
baking cookies and selling 
cookies and secondhand 
goods at the Amity Volunteer 
Carnival at 1912. The first 
three groups went to bake at 
the Amity bakery. Amity 
bakery is a Christian based 
bakery. The bakery provides 
vocational training for 
intellectually disabled young 
adults. Amity works to assist 
children that are ill, people 
who are in poverty, and 
people that need an 
education. When we arrived 
at the bakery we were greeted 
by one of the chefs. She gave 
us uniforms that we were 
permitted to wear inside of the 
kitchen.  The outfits were 
quite nice and made us look 
like bakers. When we got 
inside of the kitchen we were 
given pans and a bag filled 
with cookie mix. The cookie 
making bag had a special tip 

to give the cookies the certain 
shape. They kind of looked 
like little flowers. After making 
the first kind of cookies we got 
to make another cookie which 
was a coffee cookie. To make 
the design of this cookie we 
had to roll it in a ball and then 
press it down with our palms. 
After both types of cookies 
were done we got to package 
them. Some people had more 
cookies than others but in the 
end we all had fun. We made 
a lot of cookies and each 
person raised 50 rmb. 
Everyone enjoyed the first 
cookies the best though. 
Before we left one of the 
chefs did a little fashion show 
for us and we got a cookie in 
the shape of a flower for all of 
our hard work which gave a 
great ending to a fun day. 

The last group went to the 
carnival at 1912 and assisted 
with selling products. This was 
a great day with a wide range 
of stalls and performers, 
including the NIS Choir.

Grade 8 Students bake up a feast at the Amity Bakery 
and help Amity raise funds for the disadvantaged

Alli Bailey, 8B
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I like how fast the game is and how it gets your 
adrenaline pumping. Something is always going on. 
Iʼve played for 3 years. The Detroit Pistons are my 
favorite team! I also play softball and kind of volleyball 
(this is my first year at volleyball.) I play sports because 
they keep me healthy, let me meet new friends, and are 
fun! My parents encourage me to play as many sports 
as I can and trying my hardest at them and never giving 
up. I do my homework before practice or I do it the day 
before so that I don't have to worry about it. 7 is my 
favorite because ever since 4th grade that has been my 
number in all the sports that I played.
T. K.

GIRLS’ ACAMIS BASKETBALL PLAYERS
I play basketball because itʼs a 
beautiful game. I have been playing 
for about 4 years. Michael Jordan is 
my favorite player but I don't have a 
favorite team.I also play soccer. I 
have a passion for sports and my 
parents think itʼs great I play sports 
and they enjoy watching me play. 
How do you manage your time with 
HW and Basketball practices? I just 
keep myself organized and I always 
put school before sports.14 is my 
favorite uniform number its 14 
because that number brings me luck. 
I t always has and it always will. V. 
M-P.

I have been playing basketball for 4 years. I don't have a favourite 
basketball team or a player :( I also play volleyball, soccer, and softball.

I started playing sports at first to build my stamina. I was often ill when I 
was little, and my friends in my old school suggested playing sports. My 
plan was to just play sports for a little while but I found it so much fun. 
After all, I joined every sport that was held in each season and played for 
many years :D At first, my parents thought it would affect my studies, 
however nowadays my parents supports me and they are proud of me 
for taking responsibility of what I have decided to do and continuing the 
activity for many years. Also, there have been some changes in me. I 
used to be a very quiet and shy person, but after playing sports, I have 
become more and more active and most importantly, my voice has 
become louder than before. I often feel tired after practices, so I try to 
finish all my homework before or even before the practice (3.00-4.15). 
My favorite uniform number is 9! C. Y. L

In our last game 
against the women 
from Nanjing  
University of Post 
and 
Telelcommunications
, Vanessa scored 9 
points, followed by 
Jeni with 5 points, 
Trinity with 4 points 
and Hyun Soo with 
2. Well Done!

Anna Yuen

annayuen@staff.nanjing-school.com

mailto:annayuen@staff.nanjing-school.com
mailto:annayuen@staff.nanjing-school.com
mailto:annayuen@staff.nanjing-school.com


[6]

Giving Tree 
UPDATE

Thank You!
We are pleased to announced that we have received almost 100 presents (out of 

151) that will be distributed to Middle and High School students in 

Jiangsu Province. If you have taken a name card, please buy EVERYTHING on the 
shopping list and make sure that it would be suitable for a teenage boy or teenage 
girl.  You can also donate money (a box has been placed at reception) and we can 
buy the presents for you. Shopping lists and gift bags are available next to the 
tree. 

Please put your gift under the tree before January 9th, 
2010. 
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Amity Volunteer Carnival
Choir Performance!

by Solange Morin, 6A

On Saturday the 5 of December, The MYP-DP choir sang and the 8th grade sold books and toys, at 
1912, in a charity concert hosted by Amity.  Amity is a Chinese volunteer organization that supports 
education, social services, health, and rural development in China.

At 9:00, we were on the bus to 1912, singing our songs with excitement (Somewhere Over the Rainbow 
and We Will). Miss Keus had us listen to them over and over while we were talking. That way, the tune 
was stuck in our head. 

When we arrived at 1912, we looked around and posed for newspaper photographs and for Mr. Harvey, 
our personal photographer. When it came to our turn to perform on stage, we looked out at the crowd. It 
was huge! We were amazed at the number of people there. We were on T.V.  and we were recorded on 
many peoplesʼ mobile phones.  After we sang, we were talking with Mrs. Chennault and television 
cameras were still filming us! We all posed like stars for photos. 

We sang our 2 songs and thought it was over until Mrs. Chennault announced that we were going to sing 
again in one hour and 20 minutes. So we spread out into groups to explore, one going to Dairy Queen, 
one going to Star Bucks the last group staying and watching the other performers. At 13:10 we sang 
again, but this time the crowd was twice the size. It was easier to sing this time, though, because we 
were all in our correct positions of altos and sopranos. 

After our performance we watched people do awesome Kung Fu. Then two singers went on stage to 
sing a hip-hop song. Vanessa, in grade 11, was a risk-taker and jumped on stage and danced with them. 
After that she was a star and the Amity organizers asked her to collect money in the crowd. I helped 
Vanessa walk around and ask for donations. 

It was a great day day that was loads of fun and helped raise money for charity.
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NIKOLAUSFEIER

On Sunday, December 6th 2009, the German 
students of Grades 7-10 invited the German 

Class from The Nanjing Foreign Language 
School to celebrate ‘Nikolaus’ together. We did 

some christmas crafts and made some 
‘Waffeln’,and had a great time singing and 

talking together.  Thanks to everybody who 
helped and came along to celebrate with us!

Merry Christmas!   
Frohe Weihnachten!             

Frau Fox

Winter Assembly
On December 11, 2009, over 100 Performing Arts students performed in NISʼ Winter 
Assembly as part of their After School Activities.  The MYP/DP Choir practices on Wenesdays 
during lunch, with Mrs. Chennault.  They sang, “We Will,” a song in English and Swahili.  
PYP Choir was on stage next.  They practice on Tuesdays during lunch, also with Mrs. 
Chennault.  They sang “Jingle Bell Rock” and put fun movements in their song.  What a great 
show choir! After this, the PYP Drama club came on stage.  They rehearse Wednesdays after 
school with Mrs. White and Mr. Sam.  Their play was a retelling of the Dr.Seuss story, “The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas.”  Performing Arts clubs love working together!  The PYP Drama 
club set the stage perfectly for the next act, a jazz scoring of “Youʼre A Mean One, Mr. 
Grinch.” This was performed by members of the PYP Orchestra, MYP/DP Orchestra, 
Advanced Guitar Club, and MYP/DP Choir, all together.  It was a fun challenge getting 
everyone to practice together.  Why? Because the PYP Orchestra practices on Fridays with 
Miss Vivian, the MYP/DP Orchestra practices on Mondays with Miss Keus, and the Advanced 
Guitar Club practices on Thursdays with Mr. Clark and Mr. Harvey.  However, everyone 
worked hard and was dedicated in coming to extra practices.

Everyone was very proud of all the Performing Arts ASA students.  They are enthusiastic 
about being creative and about showing their talents to others.  Would you like to participate 
in a Performing Arts club, too?  If so, please see Miss Keus or Mrs. Philip and they will point 
you in the right direction!  Besides our great existing clubs, Mrs. Philip will be starting a 
grade 9-12 drama club and Miss Keus will be starting a stringed orchestra (violins, violas, 
celli, and contrabass).



[9]

Grade 10's Physical Theatre

On Tuesday, the 8th of December, Grade 10 Drama students performed 2 plays 
in front of a grade 9 -12 audience. During this semester, the students studied a 
range of techniques used in Physical Theatre. They then applied these 
techniques to an original performance based on a social, political or 
environmental issue. 

The first play dealt with the experiences of soldiers fighting in Afghanistan. It 
explored the difficulties they face, particularly in relation to the people they 
leave behind. A combination of lights, sound and movement brought the story 
to life and the students were very successful in creating a powerful and moving 
performance. 

The second performance focused on the issue of climate change. The play 
presented two families, from very different backgrounds, that were both affected 
by the impact of global warming. They were linked by a presenter giving facts 
and statistics with a message that “It was not too late.” However, the audience 
was left thinking about the terrible consequences that might occur if we 
continue to ignore the problem. 

The students should be congratulated for their sensitive and professional 
performances.   Next semester there will be a high school Drama Club offered to 
grade 9-12 students so I look forward to more projects like this.

Mrs. Annie Philip


